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550 
 

Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

May 11, 2009 
(Rescheduled from May 12

th
-“2

nd
 Tues.”) 

 

                                           Present:  Mayor and Codes Officer:  Clifton Bennett 

       Trustee Mary L. Paul  

       Trustee Brian G. Cleary 

       Treasurer:  Michele H. Weakley (Just for her report) 

        Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt (Just for Report) 

 

   Absent:    Harold Cook: Water Superintendent 

 

                 Public Present:    Dr. Kathleen Fusco,  8841 N. Main St. (Left @ 7:55) 

       Michael Kraeger, Sr., 117 Cold Brook St. 

 

The Monthly Board of Trustee Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Bennett directly 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to Flag. 

 

Public Comment Time: 

Dr. Fusco was  present  again this month to find out if any progress had been made regarding the 

condition of the Ozog Building adjacent to her parking lot. 

  

 The Mayor said he took the papers to Sheriff Farber who looked them over and there was some 

wording  he  didn’t think was correct. He called our attorney and Judge Daley and they worked it out.  

Our Attorney has since sent a letter to Sheriff Farber clarifying something  which Mayor Bennett has not 

yet seen. The Sheriff has tried to serve the papers on six separate occasions with no luck.     This next 

week the Sheriff will take one of his men off their normal  shift and put him on a separate shift at  night 

so he can come up here and catch Mr. Ozog by surprise when he gets home from work.  He’ll have thirty 

days after being served.  It was thought he had been served before which had evidentially never 

happened because the Judge wants it served in person not by “nail” and mail.  There was more 

discussion on the dangerous condition caused by loose sheet metal hanging off the building. Mayor 

Bennett said he will keep in constant  contact with Sheriff Farber.  Trustee Cleary suggested that we wait 

to see what luck the Sheriff has this time.  The timing is going to have to be perfect. The Mayor said he 

will keep in constant contact with the Sheriff. He will also talk to an attorney to see if we have a right to 

make it safe.  He will also talk to a contractor as to how much it would cost the Village to do so. 

 

Crosswalk Courtesy  

Dr. Fusco also brought up of the subject of crossing the street at the crosswalks.  Most people don’t 

obey the law to stop at pedestrians crosswalks.  It was suggested to have the Troopers start giving out 

tickets to make people aware of the law.  The Mayor said we will have to get bigger signs. 

Scot suggested having the school put in their newsletter that people are to give the pedestrians the right 

of way.  The Mayor will go talk to the Troopers to see what they can do. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meetings 

MOTION  by Trustee Paul  to accept the Public Budget Hearing  minutes of April 14, 2009 as printed.  

Seconded by Trustee Cleary. 

All Ayes.  Motion passed. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Paul to accept  the Monthly Board of Trustees  meeting of  April 14,2009 minutes as 

presented. Seconded by Trustee Cleary. 

 

Chief Burritt found a wording error in the description of the hydrant color on Page 547 – Hydrant 

Painting  

 

Trustee Paul amends  her motion that we correct the minutes of the April 14, 2009 Monthly Board 

Meeting under Hydrant painting to read  Blue Bonnet  not Blue bottoms with white caps.  Seconded by 

Trustee Cleary.  All Ayes.  Motion passed. 

 

 REPORTS: 

Treasurer:  Michele Weakley (arrived just as Trustee Paul was to give her report for her.) 

The Board reviewed and discussed her report with her and made the following Motion. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Cleary that they accept the May 2009 Treasurers report as submitted. 

Seconded by Trustee Paul.   All Ayes.  Motion passed. 
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Vouchers: 

The following vouchers are to b e approved and signed by the board before the close of this meeting. 

 Account  Abstract Voucher Amount 

 Water        12    56 – 60 $   953.99 

 General        12  140 – 155 $4,978.51 

 Payroll        12  101 -  109 $3,178.99 

 

Water Clerk:  Harold Cook 

Billed (last quarter)         $14,628.09 

Total paid to date            $12,069.47 (May be off  10 cents)                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Past Due  $   2,558.62 

 

Water Superintendent:   Scot Burritt 

For the month of April, 1,779,100 gallons were treated with a daily average of 61,038 gallon  

 

No major emergencies in the water system for past month. 

Had a small leak in Bob Tabor’s service line but he fixed it himself because it was on his side of the shut-

off. That could have accounted for some of the increase in water use for past month. 

 Got results back on Atrazine which we had to resample for this was undetected.   We’re going have to 

sample  SOC,s  again this year.   Our previous notices  for lead in the water can be taken down.  He’ll 

have the new water quality report ready to put on our Webb site soon. 

 

 Re: Painting hydrants. Czech’s  son. 

 He got a call from Mrs. Dutton from  school that  will have their insurance co. name the Village of 

Poland in regard to their students doing the project. Just two or three will be working on it.   

 

Fire Department:  Chief Burritt 

On May 30th they are having a brunch and open house at their Ohio Station.  They are looking to expand 

their membership. 

Been having continuing trouble with one of their pumpers, probably have a handle on it now. 

 

Codes Enforcement Officer: Cliff Bennett 

*Two Permit Applications received this month, one from the Paul’s, new chimney and one from The Pit 

Stop, new front entrance ramp (handicap accessible). 

*German Shepard dog seen in Village is not Scot Cookinham’s. 

* Codes classes end of this month and final one in June. 

*NYSDOT Route 28 Bridge meeting  at Poland School Thursday, May 14th at 7:00 PM. 

 Question and answer session for anyone that’s interested. 

*Michael Kraeger and Michael Foster are scheduled to attend the ZBA Continuing  Education Program 

at Schuyler Town Hall, June 3rd . 

*The paving between Poland and Middleville, skipping Newport (that’ll be a separate project) paving   

will be starting in two or three weeks. 
*The recent  Paving repair  at Stewart’s parking lot was discussed. 

* The Post Office Driveway was discussed, the hole that was left after the septic system put in by Maine’s. Also, 

how the driveway should be laid out for safety purposes. 

 

Clerk:  M. Jane Byrnes 

*The Clerk requested June 5th as a day off.  Granted!   

*Tax bills will be going out the last week of May.   Escrow account sooner. 

 

* NEW BUSINESS: 

 Resolution No. 3 – 2009 Resolution in Support of Increased Freight Rail Hauling Capacity 

 

Whereas, state and federal transportation officials and others project that United States freight 

volumes will increase by more than 92 percent by 2035 over 2002 levels; 

 

Whereas, the nation’s highways are already stretched to capacity; 

 

Whereas, the efficient movement of goods is directly related to the strength of a nation’s 

economy and its citizens’ quality of life; 

 

Whereas, public policies promoting increased investment in freight rail infrastructure would 

result in increased freight rail hauling capacity; 
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Whereas, expansion of freight rail hauling capacity would yield impressive public benefits by 

relieving worsening congestion, reducing highway costs, providing a critical intermodal link to 

international trade, and improving air quality and fuel efficiency;  

 

Whereas, relatively modest public investments in freight rail infrastructure would yield an 

impressive return on investment in the form of savings to motorists, businesses, and taxpayers; 

 

Whereas, legislation was recently introduced in Congress that would create tax incentives to 

increase investment in freight rail infrastructure; and  

 

Whereas, this legislation is the type of proposal that the American Association of State Highway 

and Transportation Officials say is needed to accommodate increasing freight volumes and realize 

the public benefits that come from shipping more freight by rail.   

. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that The Village of Poland supports building a stronger economy, 

reducing highway congestion, improving air quality, using tax dollars more efficiently, and 

improving quality of life by advocating for increased use of freight rail transportation;  

 

Be It Further Resolved that The Village of Poland endorses federal investment tax incentives to 

increase freight rail hauling capacity; and, 

 

Be It Further Resolved that The Village of Poland directs its principal officer, Mayor Cliff Bennett to 

send the attached letters of support to the following: Mr. Michael Arcuri, the Representative of the House 

of Representatives, 24
th
  District, and each of the U.S. Senators from the state of New York. 

 

 

Adopted this 11
th
 day May of 2009. 

 

________________________      

Signature   Mayor Cliff Bennett 

 

________________________ 

Signature   Trustee Mary Paul 

 

________________________      

Signature   Trustee Brian Cleary      

   

MOTION by Trustee Paul that Resolution No. 3-2009 Freight Rail Hauling Resolution be 

approved as submitted on file. Seconded by Trustee Cleary.  All Ayes. 

 

** An original signed copy of above Resolution is to be sent to each of the following and one 

retained for our file: 
 

No need to have Resolution No. stated on copies sent to the following named.  

The Honorable Michael Arcuri      

United States House of Representatives 

127 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515-3224 

 

Senator Charles E. Schumer 

United States Senate 

313 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand 

United States Senate 

531 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510-3203 
  

Dog Waste Disposal System: 

The Mayor had a flyer that advertised the units available.  Discussion followed as to where to place a 

trial one.  They put it on “hold” until after the fiscal year begins to see where to take the money from. 
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OLD BUSINESS: Updates  

“Ozog” Building  -  (See Pg. 550 – Public Comment Time) 

 

Fountain Park  area  activity:  Trustee Cleary 

Over weekend went to the Green House in Ohio.  They had flowers on sale.  He told her they were for 

the Village of Poland.  He used our Tax I.D. and she gave him a discounted price beyond the sale price. 

 He wants to get at least 5 planters out before the Ride for Missing Children  Friday, May 15th. His 

concern is that Stewart’s had beautiful planters  and over the weekend the flowers were  dumped out 

and ruined.  Andy Reddington donated mulch. 

 

Fountain Park Restoration Status 

Trustee Cleary said it is his understanding that whatever the Revitalization Commitiee decides it has to 

be passed through the Board.  He thinks that every month someone from the committee should come 

to our meeting and give a report on the progress.  The Mayor suggested that a money thermometer be 

put up showing the amount of money raised thus far. 

 

Memorial Day Participation 

The Parade is to be in Middleville this year on May 25th.  At this time we have no information from them 

on it.  The Board decided they will participate. 

 

Recycling Program (Stickers, etc.)  

Discussion followed in regard of having Stickers made to put on rejected bags. 

 

Public Hearings to be scheduled on 2 Variances 

Mayor Bennett said he would meet with the ZBA Board before they schedule a Public Hearing on the 

two variances.  Trustee Cleary will also attend.  The said meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19th at 6 

PM.   

 

Snow Removal Vacancy 

Two names were mentioned as possibilities for the job.  They will be contacted by the Board. 

 

Deed Old Elm Property for Haver’s – Nothing done. 

 

Animal Control Officer 

Nothing new to date. 

 

Newsletter- Business Profile (contents questioned). 

Trustee Cleary said several  business owners have asked him  why we found  room for out of town  

notices and not our Business Profiles.   The Mayor said that definitely when we have them they will be 

put in.   

 

Street Signs & Brackets (Status of) The Mayor has the brackets. 

 

Brownfield 32 Cold Brook St.- Will be updated at June meeting. 

 

Old Reservoir & Old Chlorine Plant 

Reservoir – Deal is done             Chlorine Plant –Nothing new from our Attorney. 

 

Bell’s Right of Way by Well House 

Our Attorney is in touch with Bell’s Attorney. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  - Previously covered. 

 

Signing of the Vouchers: 

The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report were approved and signed by the Board before the 

close of this meeting. 

 

** Bank Reconciliation (s) for the previous  month were reviewed by the Board. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM by Mayor Bennett. 

 

Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by ______________________ 

              M. Jane Byrnes, Village Clerk 


