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466 
Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

September 11, 2007 

 

PRESENT:   Mayor Clifton Bennett 

     Trustee Thomas P. Ryan 

     Trustee Brian G. Cleary 

     Treasurer:  Michele H. Weakley 

Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt 

 

   ABSENT: Harold Cook, Water Clerk 

     Michael L. Edwards, Codes Enforcement Officer 

 

  PUBLIC PRESENT: Frances Donley, Town of Russia Supervisor (Left 8:03 PM) 

     Wayne Haver, 57 Cold Brook St. (Left @ 7:25 PM) 

     Sandi Cleary, 8765 S. Main St. 

     Herb Mueller, 8730 S. Main St. 

     Dr. Kathleen Fusco, 8841 N. Main St. (Arrived @ 7:38PM) 

 

The Monthly Board of Trustee’s Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Bennett directly followed by 

The Pledge of Allegiance To The Flag. 

 

SUPERVISOR DONLEY WAS HERE TO DISCUSS THE BROWNFIELD PROJECT (32 Cold Brook Street) 

SO IT WAS MOVED UP FROM “OLD Business”   

BROWNFIELD PROJECT 

Fran Donley gave an update for us regarding the Brownfield project at the  old Salm's property (32 Cold Brook St.) 

The project was way over budget.  The engineers, CT Male, have been removed from the project and two 

engineering companies are bidding on finishing the work.  Low Engineers and Barton and Louducdice.  One 

estimate has come back at $350,000. and we are still waiting for the second one.  This is better than the $700,000. 

estimate that we had gotten from CT Male but still much more than we had anticipated. 

 

Mayor Bennett said that we need to finish the project  and he will look at different avenues to come up with the 

money.  It looks like the Village will need an additional $15,000. to $20,000. to finish .  This does not include the 

$6000. that we will be  paying this month.  The Mayor said he will be writing letters to Seward and Butler asking for 

help. 

 

PUBLIC  COMMENT TIME 

PROPERTY ON HAVER LANE – (Wayne Haver) 

1) The Village owns property adjacent to Tom Havers property on Haver Lane.  Wayne wants to buy about 30 or 40 

feet at an angle to add to his  sons property.  The Mayor told him to mark the area he wants and they will see how 

much we have left and then they will discuss it. 

2)  Mr. Haver said  he doesn’t know whose fault it is but his son, Tom  is getting billed for the full parcel of land that 

his lot was taken from. 

He was told that we use the Town and County tax roll and for him to  ask the Town  Assessor, Bruce Weakley to 

straighten it out. 

3)  He brought up the subject of a  Water Line to  all houses on Haver Lane.  Discussion followed .  Mayor  Bennett 

said he will talk to the Water Department.  

 

POLAND SAND AND GRAVEL  (owned by Rommel’s) 

Complaint – Mr.  Mueller   

Mr. Mueller said it’s unbelievable  the amount of  dust from the sand and now all of a sudden it’s gravel  on the 

sidewalks that spills off the trucks by his house. (8730 S. Main). 

 

The Mayor said they’ve already talked to Mr. Rommel about the uncovered  loads coming out of the pit.   He is 

trying to clear up the problem.   He has signs up reminding the truckers to cover their load but he can’t control it.  

It’s a State Law that the loads  be covered . He is trying to make improvements. The Mayor said he will ask him  to 

sweep the street where the spills occur.  He  already cleaned up a spill for us made by other trucks. 

 

COMPLAINT ABOUT  TRAFFIC NOISE BY “BIG” TRUCKS – (Dr. Fusco) 

The Mayor’s reply to Dr. Fusco was that  “we can’t do anything about it”.  It’s illegal to put signs up.   The noise is 

caused by the “Jake brake”- which they use to save on their air brakes.  The Mayor will talk to the Contactor that has 

the most trucks going through the Village. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Before approving the minutes Trustee Cleary wanted the reason for Mrs. Weakley’s Foil request stricken from the 

minutes.  The Mayor said that is her request and needs to stay.   He said to Trustee Cleary what you are trying to get 

into is the actual remark that was made.  That can be discussed later and  is not part of the meetings minutes. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Ryan, seconded by Trustee Cleary to accept the minutes of the August 14
th

, 2007 meeting. 

All  ayes.  Motion passed. 

 

REPORTS: 

Treasurer:  Michele Weakley 

She still doesn’t have everything together to do her report.  She’ll have it ready by Thursday and in their mail box. 

 

Since the hard drive was replaced the computer is not working properly and the printer is also  causing problems.  

Mayor Bennett said  we should start thinking about putting it in next years budget.    He  personally came in and 

backed it up with his external hard drive. 
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Vouchers: 

The following vouchers are to be signed by the Board members before the close of this meeting. 

 

 Account  Abstracts Vouchers Amount 

 General         4     56 – 63 $2,069.26 

 Water         4      16 – 23 $  858.56 

 Payroll         4      31 -  40 $3,232.61 

 

Water Clerk:  Harold Cook  (Absent) Written report. 

Total billed for last quarter was $15,207.00 

 

Codes Enforcement Officer:  Michael Edwards (On Vacation from September 6
th

 to the 16
th)

. 

Our former Codes Officer will fill in if need be. 

 Trustee Cleary  said he did not get  copies of the letters sent to the individuals that did not get the Codes 

Enforcer job.  The Clerk wasn’t aware of the fact that he did not receive copies  at the time sent.  She’ll see 

that he has copies of  all  tomorrow. 

 

Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt 

For the month of August 1,649,800 gallons  were treated with a daily average use  of 56,890 gallons.  Les Crossett 

stepped in for him, August 1
st
  - 3

rd
 while  he was on a business trip. 

 

A leak was found at 71 Cold Brook St. in the household service line after the curb box.  He determined it was the 

homeowners responsibility and was  repaired the same day. 

 

The yearly water samples as required by NYS DOH were drawn and shipped on 08-29-07.  These test results should 

be due any day now at the office. 

 

Bob Vandawalker called regarding water usage to the County to help out the area farmers, this was referred to  the 

Mayor for approval which is something for  the Board to consider, 1 cubic foot of water is 7.48 gallons.  1 billable 

unit equals 748 gallons or 100 cubic feet.  Each unit is $3.26 with minimum service charge to our existing customers 

of 35.86 for 11 units. 

 

If the County wants to fill a 5,500 gallon tanker of water to haul to the farmers it would be 7.3 units of $23.78.  If 

you charge them  a minimum service fee of $35.86 they are entitled to 8228 gallons.  If they exceed 50 units the 

price per unit falls to $3.12, exceed 100 units it drops to $2.91 per unit, 300-$2.79, 500 - $2.67. This would be best 

calculated by Harold.  There’s no way to meter it, so it would have to go by truck loads. 

 

So the decision is, to sell the county the water for the desperate farmers or give the County the water out of the 

graciousness of  your hearts.  He doesn’t care which way they do this, but the board might want to look at the bigger 

picture of needing help with Salm’s or the Poland  Union in the future. Good publicity goes a long way.  However, 

you have bill paying customers here in the Village that might take offense at this generosity.  You might be able to 

work out a trade with the County for trucks and or personnel in the future.  Overall it probably won’t work out to be 

a  whole lot of money either way.  Just something to consider.   

 

Discussion followed on this subject.  They cannot take  any water from Newport or Middleville.  The farms are 

mostly in the Honeyhill area.    Trustee Ryan said it might be better to work out a barter deal.   

 

Water just can’t be put in dry wells, it has to be some kind of a holding tank.  Trustee Cleary said  that if we have a 

bartering deal, he wants to make sure it’s in writing because people sometimes have short memories  so he wants to 

make sure it’s in writing.    Mayor Bennett said  he’ll talk to them about “bartering”. 

 

Fire Department:   

Letter dated August 15
th

, 2007 (Brief version) 

At the August 8, 2007 monthly meeting the general membership accepted by majority vote the application for 

membership from Richard W. Abbott IV of 770 South Side Rd., Cold Brook, NY. 

 

At the same meeting they agreed to transfer the membership of Kane Vincent to the E.W. Corey Hose Co. of 

Middleville. 

 

They anticipate that their actions will meet with our approval and if so please add Mr. Abbott’s name to our list of 

current active members and delete Mr. Vincent’s name. 

Sincerely, William M. Jones, Secretary. 

* Board agreeable. 

 

Clerk; 

*Dale Hampston turned in the key  he had to this building.  That key was given to Craig Gillespie as approved by 

the  board at the  August meeting. (Pg. 463) 

* Misplaced Keys 

Trustee Cleary has not yet found his set of keys to this office.   It was previously  decided that only the front door 

key needs to  be replaced.  Trustee Cleary did not think it necessary to change the  lock because his keys were not 

marked, Village Keys. 

 

Mayor Bennett asked Supervisor Donley their policy on keys.  She said  that when they change administrations, the 

locks are changed.    She said their main problem is with the park.  People have keys made  which causes confusion .  

They are about to get those all changed again. 

Mayor Bennett will  take care of having the front door lock  changed. 
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Revitalization Committee Report:  Trustee Cleary 

Trustee Cleary found out where some of our flags disappeared to.  There were three or four taken in broad daylight.  

Someone saw  a guy ride up on his motorcycle , take them, put them on his motorcycle and ride off.  

 

They received  25 custom made  banners and hope to have some up before  the Snow Bash next weekend.  Trustee 

Ryan was ready to put them up  but they had  the wrong  brackets . 

 

The weather really hurt their fund raising activates September 9
th

  with  the  Chamber of Commerce canceling their 

soft ball tournament  

 

The committee made $510 on the Chinese Auction, $67.50 on the 50/50 raffle.  He doesn’t have the official figures 

on the chicken barbeque. 

 

  Like anything you do for the first time there are lessons learned so that next year they feel they can do a better job. 

They’re continuing to sell snowmobile raffle tickets  and hope to sell a good amount at the Snow Bash next weekend 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

NEW BUSINESS 

Street Signs 

Some people have been concerned because there are  no street signs for  North and South Main, Cold Brook St. nor 

Sprague, maybe others.  Strangers don’t know the names of the  streets.  Mayor Bennett found out that the street 

signs are our responsibility.  Green signs are $26.00 a piece and it’s our responsibility to put them up.  We might be 

able to get the posts from the  state.   The 6 inch signs  should be  fine.  South and North Main  and Cold Brook 

Street could all be on one sign.  That will be looked into. 

 

Grass not cut at 8959 N. Main St. (Codes problem) 

That is the property at the end of the  Village coming from Utica.   The problem is being given to the Codes 

Enforcement  Officer.  They aren’t in compliance with the property maintenance law.  The grass is to be mowed at 8 

inches.  It hasn’t been mowed all summer.  If not taken care of in so many days, they’ll be fined.   

 

Water to Local Farmer  - Included in Water Superintendents report. 

 

Cut Brush on Millington Ave and Sprague St. 

Mr. Beaudin needs it trimmed before winter. The brush and overhanging trees  are in the way to plow the sidewalks 

on Millington and Sprague Streets.  Mr. Beaudin wanted to know if the village needed permission from the property 

owners at those locations to cut it back.  The Mayor will check to see who’s responsible for it. 

 

Russia Town Barn 

Supervisor Donley said they are trying to  get a grant.  Their best chance is with shared services  with Poland and 

Cold Brook.  Mrs. Donley said that since the  Village doesn’t have a highway department it won’t cost us any 

money.  They’ll probably come to us for a letter supporting them getting the  money.  They have several people 

interested in  buying the Town Barn on Pullman Ave.  They have $150,000. saved toward a new garage. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Village Newsletter 

The Mayor had compiled the Late Summer Edition of the Newsletter  and it was distributed by Trustee Cleary the 

third week of August. 

 

Trustee Cleary said there was a problem with changes being made to the Newsletter.   The Mayor said he took out 

the paragraph about not getting raises.  Trustee Cleary said the problem is, it makes him look foolish because it 

states there are four things to save tax payers money and by cutting that one out there was only three.  The paragraph 

cut  from his article “Keeping Village Expenditures Minimal” was misleading.  He also accused the Mayor of 

changing the Codes Enforcer’s article.  The Mayor said he did not change that,  he just cut and pasted Mr. Edwards 

e-mail as received. Trustee Cleary wants an understanding that if the Mayor  makes any changes to his articles in 

the future  or have a desire to, at least give him the courtesy of talking about it.  Earlier the  Mayor had referred to it 

as “his” newsletter. Trustee Cleary insisted that it is not Cliff Bennett’s personal newsletter; it is the Village’s.  The 

Mayor agreed that the Newsletter is the Village  Newsletter and not his but pointed out the fact that he is the 

“Editor”. 

 

Local Law No. 2 -2007  is back from the Attorney and is ready to be signed by the Clerk and Village Seal affixed 

thereto and mailed to State Records and Law Bureau, Department of State, 41 State Street, Albany, NY  12231 

 

Resolution No. 9 (Re:  Court) 

This resolution had been put on “Hold” at the August 14
th

 meeting by the Mayor until he talked to Ms. Barley, the 

Court Clerk to find out more about it.  Before that was arranged, time ran out, so it is necessary to void this 

suggested  resolution. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Ryan, seconded by Trustee Cleary to Void   suggested Resolution No. 9. to apply for  the 

2007 Justice Court Assistance  Program. 

All Ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Census – 2010 

Mayor Bennett is going to a class tomorrow  in Herkimer to make sure he is up to  date on everything. 

 

Reservoir 

The Mayor has an appraisal on the property.  He’s not going to discuss it at this meeting but will have a “Special” 

meeting for that purpose at another time. 
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Trustee Cleary wanted to know if there was an appraisal  done on the “Old Chlorine House” property? 

Answer:  We haven’t found a tax map number for that location.  We need to do some more  research on this.                 

 

Ozog Building 
The Mayor’s been reassured by our attorney that the court papers were  filed by the end of last week, Friday.  He 

will do a follow-up call  tomorrow to make sure everything has been done.  It was said,  it should be 30 to 90 days  

before the court tells Mr. Ozog what to do, the first thing should be to secure the building,  if it’s unsafe then either 

fix it up or tear it down.  

 

Brownfield Project -   This was   moved  to the top of the agenda and the first  topic discussed. 

 

Fountain Park Re:  Trustee Cleary August 24
th

 letter to Lowe’s Home Centers, Inc. requesting their donation 

of two of their lawn benches  to the Village for  fountain park.  

 

The subject had not been brought before the board at the previous meeting.  Trustee Cleary thought he had the 

approval of the Mayor and Todd Harter of DOT when he sent  the letter.    

 

Mayor Bennett said that Trustee Cleary is trying hard to make it (downtown) look great and it is.  Trustee Cleary had 

mentioned the benches to the Mayor before hand but other stuff came up.  Mayor Bennett  said that Trustee Cleary 

even mentioned to him that someone had told him that it  might be a hazard  getting people over there, but the 

Mayor said he didn’t think much about it at the time, but then a couple of other people said that also.  So, the Mayor 

went directly to the authorities.   The attorney at NYCOM did say it was a moot point to add benches and   said  that 

if it got brought up in court that if someone got hurt crossing the street,   they could say it was because of the fact 

that we added benches.  There is also the Firemen’s plaque on the monument  that you cannot read from across the 

street.  That you have to go over there to read.  He said we already have a problem  with that. He said the concern is 

getting people over there safely; not adding the benches. The Mayor said it is obviously a  liability issue with 

NYCOM.  He also checked with DOT and was told, we cannot put benches there because it’s a liability issue.  He 

knows Trustee Cleary has worked hard trying to get the benches.  We’ll keep the monument there and keep the park 

looking nice with  flowers but we cannot add benches. 

 

Trustee Cleary wanted to point out two things.  He just didn’t go ahead without what he feels was the proper 

approval.   He said it takes a lot of his time and  four or five trips to Utica which he doesn’t put in mileage for. 

What really bothers him is that he doesn’t  want anybody to think  including Mr. Harter  that he made up the story 

that Mr. Harter  was  agreeable to the benches.  He “Swears to God” that he had his verbal approval.   What bothers 

him most is that Mr. Harter in his e-mail stated that at no time was park benches  mentioned in their conversation in 

the park. 

 

Lowe’s were not going to donate the benches but sell them to us at a discounted price.  They had put two aside for 

him but could no longer hold them because they were selling out fast  So  Trustee Cleary decided to pay for them on 

his personal credit card so as not to lose them. He had also bought two for his yard. He stated  that he had someone 

lined up to pay for and donate the two to the village.  Since the project cannot be completed  it is not clear on the 

tape what happened  to the benches earmarked for the village. This will be cleared up at the October meeting.  

 

Painting the Fountain.  (Bottom of this page)  Trustee Cleary brought up this subject  later in the meeting 

State Police Contract 

Still nothing new on this. 

 

Sidewalks, Mill, Case and Railroad Streets 

The Mayor met with Don Ehre, Boulder Consultants  today.  They walked around and looked  at all the above 

mentioned street.  He is going to put a proposal together on the best way  to do it .  Put sidewalks down the one side 

of the street. We’re going to need some curbs because the sidewalk just drops off at one point  He is  going to put a 

proposal together , then we’ll have a meeting on it. 

 

Food Service Establishment at former Haver Market (Previous meetings) 

Hasn’t received anything on it since the first letter. 

 

FOUNTAIN REPAINT  

Trustee Cleary said he was down talking to Scott Rommel  and told him that if the Mayor was agreeable they  

wanted to sit down and talk to him about transporting the fountain if they decide  to get it repainted.  Trustee Ryan 

was  also welcome to go with them but said it was OK to go without him. 

 

Scott  told Trustee Cleary that  he will  dismantle it  and transport it like  he did before.  While talking to Mr. 

Rommel, someone heard the conversation and advised  Trustee Cleary that there is only one place in Central  New 

York that can repaint the fountain and do the job right.  It’s Sumax, by the Oneida County Airport.  It’s not the 

company that did it before.  If we took it back there, even thought they would do it for nothing, in a year or two it 

would be sitting there with another rust spot.   

 

Trustee Cleary  has a company that is willing to do it.  He is  suggesting  that they take a picture of the fountain and 

take it to Sumax, out by Oneida County airport who do very high quality work.  He’s been told if they do it,  it’s 

going to last twenty to twenty-five years.  He thought that if Cliff is agreeable, they would go out and  talk to the 

people to at least get an ideal of how much it’s going to cost so it doesn’t come back to the taxpayers.  He is hoping 

they can do something like sell the old chlorine plant and use some of that money  because that is of no value to 

anybody in the village but the  rusty fountain bothers a lot of people.    
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DOT Roadwork 

When the project was supposedly completed , tar was left splattered on the curbs and sidewalks.  The catch basins 

were not at road level.  The Mayor reported the poor workmanship to DOT.  Trustee Cleary talked to the Supervisor 

who was sent back here  in August to remove the tar from the sidewalks and curbs but they did not do a complete 

job.  Trustee Cleary suggested to the Mayor that he advise DOT that the job was not completed satisfactory.  The 

Mayor said he would write DOT a follow-up letter. 

 

Electronic Speed Signs 
Trustee Cleary said this subject had been brought to his attention by Don Dixon who used to work for the State.. 

This had  been brought up in the past by Mayor Bennett  who tried but was unable to get the signs through the State 

Police.  They measure and  flashes the speed on the sign to show how fast one is going through the  Village.  The 

Mayor said perhaps our new codes officer with his connections might be able to get them.  

 

Re:  The Treasurer’s Foil Request. (Pg. 462 –Aug.14,2007 meeting) 

Trustee Cleary referring to  last months meeting was against a trustee.  He didn’t want to renew this before the 

public  but he wants to go on record saying that he didn’t leak any information that was confidential or will he.  He 

has taken this job very seriously as Village  Trustee and is very careful what he says or what he does.  He knows 

there  are several people that will blow up everything he says or do, so he is extremely careful.  He assured Michele 

that he did not leak any information about the hiring of the codes enforcement officer. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1) None 

 

The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report were approved and signed by the Board of Trustee before the close 

of this meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8? By Mayor Bennett 

 

Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by _________________________ 

              M. Jane Byrnes, Village Clerk 

 

   

. 


