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Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

July 10, 2007 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Clifton Bennett 

     Trustee Thomas P. Ryan 

     Trustee Brian G. Cleary 

     Treasurer:  Michele Weakley (Left @ 7:05 for another meeting) 

     Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt (arrived @ 7:12) 

 

     ABSENT: Harold Cook, Water Clerk 

     Codes Enforcement Officer (New one to be appointed) 

  

  PUBLIC PRESENT: Michael Kraeger, Sr. – 117 Cold Brooks St. 

     Stephen and Judith Olney- 8890 N. Main St. 

 

 

The Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Bennett directly followed by 

The Pledge of Allegiance to The Flag. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Michele Weakley 

Mrs. Weakley reported there is no report due to the hard drive going down a few days after the  last meeting.  She 

has to ask for an extension on the annual report.  She thought someone was backing up everything on the computer 

but it wasn’t happening. 

 

VOUCHERS 

The following is a list of the vouchers signed  by the Board at the June meeting. Due to an oversight and our “hard 

drive crash” they were omitted. 

JUNE  Account  Abstracts Vouchers Amount 

 Water        1      1 – 3  $     510.31 

 General        1      1 – 22  $78,686.71 

 Payroll        1      1 – 10  $  3,264.95 

 

JULY Account  Abstract Vouchers Amount 

 Water        2      4 -8  $6,456.25 

 General        2    23 – 41  $7,240.92 

 Payroll        2    11 – 

 

Public Comment Time 

Judith Olney said she had written down her ideas because that way won’t forget any.  

She had some questions because a building is going to be built behind her property on Millington Ave. She tried to 

find the answers in the Zoning Codes.   While looking through the Zoning Codes other topics caught her attention. 

Before she gets to her questions, she would like to comment on some of the social groups of the past that have been 

disbanded, and then she named a few. She thinks the new Village newsletter is a wonderful way to keep village 

residents informed about civic issues. She thinks there are many people unaware of the existence of the zoning 

codes. In 1994 she attended a meeting and asked how the zoning codes were going to be enforced, as she recalls 

there was a long silence Parking is something she thinks the board needs to revisit.  On page 21 it states that parking 

spaces required in residential districts shall be located in the side or rear yard. On N. Main  there are a  couple of 

front yard parking areas, with the increased traffic it makes sense to create these to enable one to turn around and  

enter the main highway front wards instead of backing into it. Those near them are neat, sensible  and inoffensive 

but now a presence has been set and new ones are being created. On Cold Brook Street at Scott Cookingham’s at 71 

Cold Brook Street there is a large parking area that appears  about to  grow until most of the front yard is pavement.  

There has also been front yard parking at 8769 S. Main, next to Pony’s  Pub and in the front of the house at Moody’s 

trailer park. 

She’s been told that someone on Cold Brook Street is parking on the sidewalk in front of their house because they 

don’t have enough parking area, but she hasn’t seen that for herself.  On that part of Cold Brook Street all front 

yards are very shallow. 

 

With the Village looking increasing attractive with  the planter boxes, for example, and acknowledging  the safety 

needs of many residents to turn around in their front yards the uninforced  zoning  could be replaced with design 

ideals printed in the news letter. 

 

She had talked to  Scott Worden, who is building a garage  behind her property.  Now she knows what’s going on.  

She pointed out to him that he is using some of her driveway.  She then pointed out, measures she has taken to 

protect  her driveway. She said Mr. Worden is having his property surveyed again because he is splitting it up some 

more.  She was wondering about the zoning.  It is zoned R-2.  He said he wasn’t going to build a house.  Then the 

question on “what if” a house was built, what would happen. 

 

The Mayor showed her the plot plans on file for the Building Application which had been approved by Mar. 

Napolitano.  The plans were reviewed, showing that there is going to be a septic system, village water which he 

needs to wash his trucks.   The driveway is one of her main concerns.  She has tried blocking it off with cement 

blocks but it doesn’t do any good. She is concerned about the driveway because there are children playing in the 

back yard of her Apartment House. 
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In summery, she thinks some of these things are setting precedence.  She thinks the rezoning should be revisited.  

She pointed out that so many have side yards and could build houses on them in the future.  Mrs. Olney thinks that 

village residents should be made aware of the Zoning regulations.  

 

The present zoning laws were discussed.  Mayor Bennett said he wouldn’t have know the regulations if he hadn’t 

become Mayor and read them. He said they will look into them.  Maybe he’ll give a copy to Mr. Kraeger, a member 

of the ZBA for them to go over.  . He said a Chairperson hasn’t as yet been appointed.  The members are now Mike 

Kraeger, Sr., David Stupka and Michael Foster.  

 

Minutes of Previous Meetings 
MOTION  by  Trustee Ryan, seconded by Trustee Cleary to accept the minutes of  the April 12

th
,  Public Budget 

Hearing, April 24
th

 Special Board Meeting  to pass the 2007 – 2008 Budget, the May 12
th

 and June 12
th
 Monthly 

Board Meeting.  All Ayes.  Motion Passed. 

 

** As noted on Page 453, the May 8
th

 minutes were not completed for that meeting but would be by June 15
th

. They 

were almost done when the “hard drive” crashed.   After a new “hard drive” was installed, the minutes had to be 

redone.  The Budget Hearing and Special Meeting minutes were also lost and had to be redone. 

                   
REPORTS:  (Continued) 

Water Clerk:  Harold Cook absent (Written Report) 

The total for the quarter given is $14,446.02.  He said there is a discrepancy of about $40.00 difference because he 

didn’t run his last page with the totals (Total given in June report was $14,487.94) 

Paid to date     $8,434.50 

Outstanding   $6,011.52 

           

Water Superintendent:  Scot Burritt 

For the month of June, 1,831,820 gallons were treated and pumped for a daily average use of 65,422 gallons. 

 

He gave Harold money received for filling pools at $10.00 a load which goes to the Village. Through the month of 

July and possibly August the yearly testing requirements will be drawn and sent to a lab.  Those samples will be 

Nitrate, 5 Lead and Copper samples, Disinfection Byproducts, a Principle Organic Chemicals, and Synthetic 

Organic Chemicals.  Chlorine was purchased at Gravesville store last month and he also picked up some slow 

dissolving chlorine tablets for Mr. Beaudin, to use in the water fountain to keep it from turning green, the water that 

is.  No emergencies in the system have occurred over the last month.  Hopefully over the next few days he will be 

mowing at  the water plant and water tower.  Thanks to Tom Ryan for replacing the defective security light at the 

water plant.  Respectfully submitted, Scot Burritt. 

 

Codes Officer:   

Mayor Bennett said that Mr. Napolitano  will help us out until our new codes officer gets established. 

His replacement is Michael L. Edwards, 4156 State Route 28, Herkimer, NY 13350.  He met all the requirements.  

He already has 19 of the 24 hours of the required training for 2007 and has enrolled in his final classes. 

 

There were four people that applied for the job and Mr. Edwards is the only one that didn’t need any training. 

The others applying were Gregory Lynch, James Mason and Ronald Uhlenbush.. 

 

MOTION by Trustee Ryan seconded by Trustee Cleary to appoint Michael L. Edwards  as new codes officer from 

the date he signed the oath book until the April 2008  reorganization meeting. 

All Ayes.  Motion passed 

 

Appointments coincide with the term of the Mayor.   All applicants are to be notified of the decision. 

  

Poland Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. 

At their June 13, 2007, monthly meeting the general membership accepted by unanimous vote the application for 

membership from Sean T. McDermott of 8737 S. Main St, Poland, NY  

 

They anticipate that their action will meet with our approval and if so, please add his name to our list of current 

active members.  Sincerely; William M. Jones, Secretary. 

 The Board gave their approval. 

Clerk: 

1) Resolutions No. 6 – 2007      Copies were sent to various officials. 

 Letters of acknowledgement were received from Senator James L Seward, of the 51
st
 District and Senator 

Joseph A. Griffo of the 47
th

 district.  

2) Cancelled the New York State Register but we will receive a few more copies before it is processed. 

3) Village of Middleville Gemfest Parade  -  

The Board is invited to participate on Saturday, August 25
th

 at 4:00 p.m.  The Gemfest is from August 24
th

 

through August 26
th

.  Floats,  groups or individuals are welcome.  Call 868-4459 or 891-3363  if interested 

  

4) Herkimer County Tax Service 

 On June 20
th

 Mary Beth  Salamone and Gabe Oran with the Herkimer County Real Property Tax Service 

was here. They are data collectors for the reassessment in the Town of Newport.  They had been up to the 

Old Reservoir.  They said there were two fishermen there, there’s fish there.  I told them it’s going to be 

sold after the trees are sold.  They were here only a short time. 
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Revitalization Committee Report – Trustee Cleary 

They had a very productive meeting last night with eight members in attendance.  They had two new members 

present, Jim and Lynn Miller.  They had a profit of $263.50 on their last bake sale, which was very successful.  They 

now have a bank balance of $1,378.99.  That includes the proceeds from two bake sales and selling refreshments at  

AYSO soccer games on Sunday, afternoon.  Also  includes Doc Wallace and the Teachers Association each buying 

a banner.  Todd Fenton of Fenton Associates buying two banners.  Others have committed to buying some  but have 

not yet paid.  The banners are $151.00 each. The Clerk asked if the banners are going to be fade proof. According to 

Trustee Cleary they will be guaranteed for five years to be fade proof and for ripping and tearing.  They will be 

taken down in the winter and  replaced by seasonal ones, when funds permit. 

 

He explained that on the bottom of the banners will be “Village of Poland”.  They decided to have an old fashioned 

picture of the “Fountain” when trees were there.  They plan on putting them on 5 poles that have lights on N. Main, 

5 on S. Main and 5 on Cold Brook St.  Mayor Bennett said permits are needed from National Grid and Newport 

Telephone for use of the poles. 

 

There next meeting is going to be August 1
st 

when they are to have a sample banner to look at and approve, if that’s 

what they want before they buy all fifteen. They also decided they are going ahead with the snowmobile raffle; the 

tickets are now on sale.  Their projects are strictly going to be funded by fund raisers and no Village tax money 

used.  They have other events planned for the future which will be announced at the appropriate time. 

News Letter 

The Mayor said he would like to put out another one at the end of August because there is a lot of things coming up 

in September. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Local Law No. 2- 2007 – “Unsafe Buildings & Collapsed Structures” 

The Public Hearing was held tonight and will now be sent to our attorney to file. 

 

Disabled American Veterans for Fund Drive in September. 

Donald J. Judeikis, Adjutant, DAV Chapter 178 requested to hold their annual Forget-me-not Drive in our Village as 

in the past.  It will be September 14
th

 and the 15
th

.   It’s not a door-to-door event, it’s a canister collection. 

 The Board agreed to the request and instructed the Clerk to notify Mr. Judeikis . 

 

Property Maintenance Law from 1990 

The subject of tall grass, etc. was discussed briefly at previous meetings.  We do have the above named Law.  

NYCOM has printed the Property Maintenance Handbook”.  This publication first published in 2005, has been 

updated to reflect changes in state law, rules, and regulations, including revisions to the substantive provisions  of 

the New York Property Maintenance Code, the Department of State’s revisions to the minimum standards for 

enforcing and administering the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, new authority to issue bonds to 

finance remediation of nuisance properties, as well as best practices in addressing nuisance properties The Mayor 

said we will probably talk about this at next meeting.  

 

The biggest issue now is the property at   8959 N. Main St. owned by Jeffrey and Sherry Farrington.  The Mayor 

will call them and talk to them before any action is taken.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Ozog Building 

We received a copy of a letter our attorney sent to Kathleen Fusco’s attorney.  It was in response to one received 

from him about his clients concern about the condition of Mr. Ozog’s building adjacent to her property.  Our 

attorney, Mr. Hughes stated that he has been authorized to commence whatever legal actions required to rectify the 

situation with Mr. Ozog’s building.  He also stated that the village does not assume any liability for injuries or 

damage that may be caused to any person or property. 

  

Reservoir Trees                                                                                                                       

Trustee Ryan has had Edward Johnson, a logger look at the trees on the reservoir property.  He thinks there’s about 

$10,000. in trees up there, some cherry. Trustee Cleary thinks we should have another opinion, so it was decided to 

have another logger give us his estimate.  It’s hard for Trustee Ryan to find the time to do so, so Trustee Cleary will 

do so. 

 

Brownfield Project (32 Cold Brooks St.) 

Charlie Redmond’s septic system has to be redone. The project went out for bids and the estimates came back way 

over budget.  It was suppose to be $150,000.00 project but now it is a $400,000.00 +/- one.  The Mayor and Trustee 

Cleary explained all that’s involved in cleaning up the site.  Supervisor Donnelly, who’s overseeing the project, has 

filed for more grant money.  There will be another meeting with all the parties evolved. 

 

State Police Contract 

Mayor Bennett said he has been told by Wayne Haver and others that we don’t charge the State Police for being 

here.  The Mayor will call Sgt. Vanderland to get some kind of a contract set up.  Much discussion followed on the 

subject.  This subject is still open; it will be resolved at a future meeting. 

 

Signs  
The Pedestrian signs have been put up at every cross walk but not working too well.  The Mayor said we have to 

make out a new permit and get it back to them so they’ll know where our signs are. 
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ZBA Status 

The Mayor said the new members of the ZBA are all three year terms:  

 Michael Kraeger –  2005 – 08          David Stupka -2006 – 2009   Michael Foster – 2007 -2010.  

 They will meet and be sworn  in  by Mayor Bennett and a Chairperson will be appointed at that time. 

 

They were told about the training required.  The law was passed January 1
st
, 2007 that all board members have four 

hours of training a year.  The Mayor has a list of the agencies that offer the training, some are on line and some not. 

Some are free and some  not.  He has a sample resolution to be passed at next months meeting. They will each 

receive a copy of the Property Maintenance Handbook from NYCOM; updated and compiled by Wade Beltramo 

NYCOM Counsel.   (See Property Maintenance – pg. 460) 

 

Zoning or Coding Problem at 8769 S. Main St. 

Trustee Cleary said he needs advice about a problem he has on the property adjutant to his.   He said for about two 

years now the tenants  have been running a scrap metal transfer station there.  They bring in junk cars, old furnaces, 

water heaters, stoves, refrigerators, etc.  and strip them down. 

 

Trustee Cleary said he and his wife has been more that patient, now it’s getting to them.  Neighbors have come to 

him and asked what they can do about it, asking him to take the lead on it.  He wants to know if this is a zoning or 

codes issue.  We had this problem before at 8826 S. Main Street and it was handled by the codes officer and the 

Landlord. 

 

The property in question is owned by Paul Fuller and rented to the “VanNort’s”.  Trustee. Clearly said he brought 

the problem to our former codes officer who wouldn’t handle it.  Something needs to be done.  All day long after he 

pulls in with a load  his father  is cutting it up with a metal saw.  After a load goes out, then more comes in to be cut 

up.    

  Brian has been taking photos, to document it.   There was no solution resolved at this meeting but there will be 

more  on this subject at future meetings. 

 

Sidewalk on Mill St. 

The Mayor is looking into a grant that will cover sidewalks.  He is also  going to check with Boulder Consultants 

who  handled the Millington Street project. 

 

Census 2010 

We need the 911 List for addresses.   Scot volunteered to make  a  call and get the list sent to us. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

We  received a letter from  the Health Department  for a Food Service Establishment at the  former Haver’s Meat 

Market 

Mayor Bennett sent a letter requesting a business plan so the ZBA will know what’s going on.  Hopefully we’ll get a 

reply. 

 

Signing of Vouchers 

The Vouchers listed under the Treasurer’s report was approved and signed by the Board Members. 

The meeting was dismissed at 8:20 P.M. by Mayor Bennett. 

 

Minutes of this meeting recorded and prepared by ____________________________ 

              M. Jane Byrnes, Village Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


